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Sorry the newsletter is a little late getting d
out this month but your faithful editor seems .

to have taken on a few extra projects A

recently and those projects are devouring

time like the great plane eating bushes in the e
swamp on the other side of the fence likes to "%,
devour planes. You know, like a steady, ever _ . W r
increasing appetite for whatever comes

within range of its ravenous appetite.

The meeting this month had a rather small turnout which is normal for August. It’s to
darned hot for a lot of flying and events so the crowd thins. Some people don’t think
much goes on. Actually more gets accomplished in a shorter time and we get to the good
stuff like who gets the best raffle prize sooner. Buy the way, if you haven’t been to a
meeting lately and checked out the new raffle drawing rules you are missing out.

The rule is: a person can only keep one prize. If a person gets drawn again a choice must
be made, keep the one he has or take the new one. The next ticket drawn is for the prize
that was given up. Two meetings ago the “booby prize” had 3 winners.

The fall schedule is creeping up on us.
The weather is going to cool down ( trust
me, a weather person said so ) and the traffic
at the flying field will be increasing. The
event schedule will start to pick up. The
years biggies will soon be upon us.

Sept 14-15 Sat-Sun  SCAT Event North Field
Sept 27-28-29 Fri-Sat-Sun LVRC Giant Scale Fly In Bennett Field

Oct 9 thru 13 Wed-to-Sun TOC Bennett Field
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Oct 26-27 Sat-Sun Heli Scale Event Bennett Field

All the events need some helpers.

SCAT EVENT Scribes, registration, etc.

LVRC Giant Scale Fly In  We are expecting 100 to 150 planes and their owners to be
coming to this one. There will be lots of vendors selling all kinds of products. One of the
raffle prizes is a complete airborne video system. A whole bunch of help is going to be
needed. Please contact Steve Lingle the CD at silver@intermind.net or be at the next
meeting. We really need your help to make this a first class event. There are going to be a
lot of out of town visitors coming for this event and for the TOC a little over a week later.

TOC The best of the best. The top 21 pilots from around the world. Flying really big

planes the way we wish we could. Check out the following web site for info.

www desertaircraft.com, on the bottom right hand side of the home page. Thanks to Mr.
HH Sahara Hotel.

Heli Scale Event ~ Over 100 entrants and 200 plus heli’s are expected. There will be
specialty vendors and manufacturers displaying their wares. If you are into heli’s this is
the event to be at.

The following article is for airplane and helicopter pilots.

Sure | Can Do That Maneuver ...
On a Simulator

by Louis Hlousek

How many pilots do you know who do all sorts of advanced flying on their simulator
but are no where near that level flying their RC helicopter? Are you one of them?

A simulator’s confined field of view and two-dimensional representation of three
dimensions makes it harder to fly than the real thing, so why are pilots better at flying the
simulator? The reason is obvious. There is no consequence to crashing.

Pilots are free to learn new orientations and maneuvers unimpeded by the knee
knocking (and inevitable cost and downtime) that accompanies these activities when
flying an RC helicopter. And, compared to the noise, smell and excitement of real RC
helicopters, piloting a simulator is pretty boring, so it’s natural to liven things up a little
by getting wild. But if getting good at flying the RC helicopters is the goal, is flying the
simulator at a level way beyond your actual piloting skill the best way use a simulator?

There is no question that using a simulator improves piloting skills. Simulators for full-
scale aviation have been around a long time and are used extensively for initial and
recurrent training of commercial and military pilots. And although it’s usually less costly
to train in a full-sized simulator than the real thing, it still isn’t cheap. The training time is
strictly scheduled and focuses on conditioning the trainee to give the proper response to a
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given situation. No time is spent on simulating situations that are not appropriate for the
level of the trainee and none is wasted on unrealistic simulations that can condition the
trainee to give inappropriate responses.

RC aviation isn’t quite so serious nor the negative consequences so grim as they are in
full-scale aviation. Sure RC helicopters can be dangerous but there is much less riding on
the skill of the pilot and it costs only a few cents in electricity to run our simulators. But
even though there may be no “serious” or financial reason to exercise restraint on your
simulator, by routinely playing around on the simulator at a level way above your real
flying level you become accustomed to flying the simulator differently than you fly your
helicopter. It makes flying the simulator less similar to flying the real thing and because
of that it loses some of its effectiveness as a training tool. If the goal is to advance your
flying skills, simulator time is best spent working at a level appropriate to your real flying
and keeping it as realistic as possible. You want what you’re practicing on the simulator
to be readily transferable to your flying.

Obviously it’s better to take risks with the simulator than with your helicopter, so try
new stuff on the simulator first. Keep the new stuff limited to incremental advances and
really try to avoid crashing. You want to practice the new orientation, transition, or
maneuver and not practice crashing. As soon as you can get through some new maneuver
on the simulator, do it with the real thing. Once you try it with your helicopter you’ll find
it easier to do on the simulator which will then make it easier to do on the helicopter and
so on. When using the simulator, take off, fly for 15 or 20 minutes, then land and take a
break before the next flight, just as you would when flying the real thing. Practice is most
beneficial when you’re fresh and can maintain a high level of concentration so it’s best to
spread your simulator flying out over the day. Do a session in the morning and a session
in the evening if you can. Using the simulator every day is good up to the point that your
concentration starts to drop or you start losing enthusiasm. Take a break for a few days or
even a few weeks, if that’s what it takes to get it back. You might find it best to use the
simulator only every other day. If your situation (weather, job, family) keeps you from
flying your helicopter for long periods of time, it’s even more important to work at
keeping your simulator practice as realistic as possible.

Keep learning new stuff but don’t practice crashing. You might try using a technique
taught by many sports coaches—positive visualization. Spend time imagining, in detail,
successfully flying the new maneuvers with your helicopter. Although it may seem silly,
it has been proven amazingly effective in sports like tennis and golf.

One thing to watch for when learning something new is that it can interfere with
something you have already learned. You’ve been pushing the stick one way, a new
orientation forces you to practice pushing it the other way and then you go back to the old
orientation and need to push the stick the old way again. | have rarely crashed working on
something new. Virtually all of my crashes occurred just after trying something new
when | was back flying in an old familiar orientation. My concentration was down and |
simply pushed the stick the new way rather than the old way. So spend a little of each
simulator session practicing the stuff you already know, before and after working on new
stuff.
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